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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria VA 223 13-1450 



Dear Sir: 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Mail Stop AMENDMENT, Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on: 

DECEMBER 13. 2004 



Date of Deposit 

DAVID L. HITCHCOCK (Reo. No. 30.0671 




Signature 
DECEMBER 13. 2004 



Date of Signature 



SUPPLEMENT AL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, 
Applicant wishes to bring the following items to the attention of the Examiner. A copy 
each document is enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. 

Applicant hereby states that the items of information contained in this 
Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement were first cited in a communication 
dated November 11, 2004 from the International Searching Authority concerning the 
counterpart International Application No. PCT/US2004/026396. Applicant received 
this communication on November 16, 2004. 

1 ) Charles SPARKS et al., U.S. Patent No. 5, 1 1 0,644, issued May 5, 1 992; 

2) Mamdouh SALAMA, Published No. US 2003/0107186 A 1, published 
by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on June 12, 2003; and 
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, Application No. 10/675,118 
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3) J . ZHANG, et aL, "Pressured drilling riser design for ultra-deepwater", 
Society of Petroleum Engineers Journal No. SPE 74534, February 26, 2002, pages 1-9. 

No representation is made, and no representation is intended, that more relevant 
material does not exist. The documents cited above are not intended to constitute an 
admission of any kind. Specifically, this presentation is not an admission that the items 
listed above are properly citable against the above-identified application. 

As this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before 
receipt of the first office action and further within three (3) months of being cited in a 
foreign communication in a counterpart foreign application, no fee is incurred. 
However, if it should be determined that a fee is required, please charge any required 
fee (other than the issue fee) during the pendency of this application to SIDLE Y 
AUSTIN BROWN & WOOD LLP's Deposit Account No. 18-1260. Please credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 18-1260. 



DLH/fis 

Sidley Austin Brown & Wood LLP 
717 North Harwood, Suite 3400 
Dallas, Texas 75201-6507 
(214) 981-3311 (Direct) 
(214) 981-3300 (Main) 
(214) 981-3400 (Facsimile) 

December 13, 2004 



Respectfully submitted, 



By: 




DawsL. Hitchcock 
Registration No. 30,067 
Attorney for Applicant 
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